When you were a kid who or what did you like to pre-
tend to be?

What images or feelings does the word religion bring up
for you?

Many followers of Christ might say Christianity isn't a
religion, but a relationship. What does this mean?

How is Christianity different from most religions?

What do Jesus’ words in the following convey about His
heart toward His followers and the connection He wants
with us?
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“EastLake Church emisis 1o help poople find and follow Jesus Clrist.”

5. Those passages use the words of deep friendship,
love, and care... God wants a relationship with us...
What does knowing that fact mean to you? How
does it change the way you approach God?

6. Pastor Mike talked about the fallacy that we have to
measure up in God’s eyes and we often face two big
hurdles if we are religion-focused rather than the re-
lationship-focused:

Am | good enough? Have | done enough?

What are some other hurdles that religion can place
in the way of finding God?

7. The following is a quote from All About the Journey:

"True Christianity isn't about "organized religion." It's not abdnier-
archical structures, ornate buildings, flamboyaegghers, or tradi-
tional rules and rituals. In fact, let's just ditbp "Christianity" label
all together. Simply, it's pursuing and reconcilthgee basic ques-
tions of life:
Does God exist? If so, what am | going to do alitgut
Is the Bible true? If so, what does that mean fePm
Who is Jesus? If he is who he claims to be, howtiag reality
change my life?
Share this with someone this week who is maybe caught
up in working hard at religion, but what they really need
is a relationship... with the God of Heaven who loves
them and wants to be known by them!
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